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NEONATAL INTENSIVE CARE UNIT CELEBRATES 1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

 
WILLIAMSVILLE, N.Y. (Friday, October 14, 2016) – Physicians and staff gathered on 
October 13 to celebrate the one year anniversary of the opening of Millard Fillmore 
Suburban Hospital’s neonatal intensive care unit.  
 
A neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) specializes in the care of ill or premature newborn 
infants.  
 
The NICU at Millard Suburban, built as a brand new fourth floor, one floor above the labor 
and delivery program opened last fall. The first exclusively single-room NICU in Western 
New York reduces the need for at-risk newborns to be transported to a separate facility and 
risk further medical complications while keeping moms and infants together.  
 
The 10 bed NICU team has treated approximately 170 babies since opening.  
 
“Adding this critical care unit allows us to better serve our moms and newborns,” said Diane 
Lobdell, chief nursing officer of Millard Fillmore Suburban and DeGraff Memorial Hospitals.  
“The beautiful single rooms allow parents to comfortably remain at their newborn’s bedside 
while they receive the medical care they need right here at Suburban.”   
 
The Millard Fillmore Suburban Hospital NICU is a partnership with the WNY regional 
perinatal center, Women & Children’s Hospital of Buffalo (WCHOB).  The neonatologists, 
neonatology nurse practitioners and neonatal physician assistants trained at the regional 
perinatal center and rotate between the two hospitals treating some of the region’s most ill 
newborns.  Millard Suburban’s nursing and clinical staff also received extensive training at 
WCHOB prior to the unit opening last October.  
 
“I am proud to be part of the expert interdisciplinary NICU team providing the northtowns 
with high quality neonatal care,” said Deepali Handa, MD, Medical Director NICU, Millard 
Fillmore Suburban Hospital.  “The new modern accommodations create a very calm and 
nurturing environment for our critically ill babies to grow and develop. We continuously 
receive high praise from families regarding the care and comfort in the NICU.”    
 
Studies have shown that the single room NICU model enhances baby–parent bonding, 
improves neurodevelopment, promotes breastfeeding, and decreases infection rates vs the 
traditional pod model.    
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The Millard Fillmore Suburban NICU operates as a Level II and has submitted its application 
to receive official accreditation by the New York State Department of Health.  A level II 
NICU serves infants born at 32 weeks gestation and/or weighing at least 1500 grams 
(approximately 3 pounds, 5 ounces).  The Level II NICU increases the number of pediatric 
and maternal-fetal specialists from Women & Children’s Hospital of Buffalo and UBMD 
Pediatrics that are onsite at the northtowns location to provide advanced neonatal care.  
The NICU also offers increased access to critical care services provided by pediatric 
surgeons and pediatric medical subspecialists at Women & Children’s Hospital of Buffalo. 
 
 
Photo	  caption	  of	  Millard	  Fillmore	  Suburban	  staff-‐	  Front	  row:	  Tricia	  Fusillo.	  Back	  Left	  to	  Right:	  Dennis	  
Weppner,	  MD,	  Chris	  Lufkin,	  Renee	  Davis,	  Michelle	  Schafer	  and	  Diane	  Lobdell.	  	  
 
                                                               
About Millard Fillmore Suburban Hospital 
Millard Fillmore Suburban averages over 2,500 births a year.  It is a 265-bed community 
hospital and a subsidiary of Kaleida Health. Millard Suburban offers services in emergency 
medicine, obstetrics and gynecology, neonatology, general surgery, urology, 
otolaryngology, and orthopedics, internal medicine, family practice, and geriatrics. The 
hospital also supports residency-training programs of the University at Buffalo School of 
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences in anesthesiology, emergency medicine, general surgery, 
urology, obstetrics and gynecology, and family practice. For more information visit 
www.kaleidahealth.org/suburban 
 
About Women & Children’s Hospital of Buffalo 
Women & Children’s Hospital of Buffalo, a Kaleida Health facility and teaching hospital for 
the University at Buffalo School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, is the regional center 
for comprehensive and state-of-the-art pediatric, neonatal, perinatal and obstetrical 
services in Western New York and beyond.  For more information, visit www.wchob.org. 
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